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if Pi WITS. 2B a1 will 
God, and it will: not repent th 
hath adventured it abroad 

Ido not defire, by this addreſs, to revive your 
ſorrow, and to give you any newtrouble : I would 
much rather minifter to' your ſupport, ani ſhall 
be joyful if I can contribute any thing thereunto, 
Indeed your affliflion is very ſevere; and God hath 
been pleaſed of late to add one ſorrow to awqther, 
and to makg the lateft the heavieft alle... . The 
things are not yoyous,for the perome grievoks | 
and no man is fo able to ſay how grievoss:they "are 
as he that bears them," But yet Sir \your'tondition 
& fo far from being deplorable,that it apy efe 
to that of the moit profperons. There is nothing ſo 
formidale: as a conflant proſperity : The Ward 

does: the greateſt miſebief when it ſmiles Bok ; 

*-—_ Nenloew abver- Jy 5 bleadiflments th moe Burk to Mgitkind, than 
| mini,nioen its frowns 8d memnaces ever dig: We! boo 
” in. * whenwe are under the Rod. - Adverfity feldbin 
hurts any man\"but him whon profptriny hud'de- 
ceived immu Heb autbed bifort'® tn bappy for 
that we meet:winhipoubles\" We fond bei g 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. - 
danger of etergal SoFrows, did we not meet with 
temporal ones, There are pu Men whom Profpe- 
rity does not corrupt, and very many there are 
whom Affliflions bave' amended. ' *Tis hard to 
find that" man that can bear proſperous things, 


that can ini, izn itn. But fore number there are ren. oc re 


"that bear their Sorrows, we "Twas the Dbſerva- 

tion of a wiſe man, Qui damna, qui pauperiem, 
qui exihum, qui carcerem, qui Fopolictunl qui 
-mortem, - 6 pejores' morte graves morbos quo 
animo tuleruht, 'multos vidi: qui divitias, qui 
honores, qui potentiam, Nullum; 'He that. pro- 
fpers hath the hardeft ta;k.* And "tis no a 
labour to bear' a condition of worldly plenty and 
greatneſs,Periculoliltia eſt felicitatis intemperan- 
tia; Weare in great danger whenthings ſucceed 
profperouſly with ws. 

But #bea on the other hand, our condition is 
then moſt hopeful, when our circumſtances are leaf 
of all defirable to fleſb and blood. The greateſt of 
our ſpiritual attainments are owing to our afflicli- 
ens. We ſedlom arrive to any great perfebiion,, 


li planunriter, ſurſum oportet ac deorſum ear, 
flutuerur ac navigium tn turbido- regat. We 
gain the greateſt wiſdom by the Calamities we meet 
with, By this means we come to Rnow our nr 
M; an 


unleſs it be by this Method Ur efticiatur Vir cum ,, 
di fortiore faro opus eſt; Non erit = @=t- 


i6ne, the inn rld b ow) 


| bh rg 
venit adverti. hel hoe 
Hal that t meets. z no afeens 
5 e. hog that Tot 
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met with,bave been very ha hp accaſi tons of making © 
them better, | But then ſill it muſt be our careto 
make a right. uſe. * our troubles, and calljn.the 
| Diokg 814, that they. ma may gain, their juſt end: upan 
1, ht God would be pleaſed to ſupport you 
der your Sorrows, and.turn them ee a 
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Fn ow was! the: Gne-et that l6fithe1 27 and 74/8 

re rent ny brelr eat: intipall 

ned ee an ae plaiviand: obvions:; Epaaly the 4 
Plalmiſt very thoughtful and imbſmg-; full: of reouble 
and un-eaſineſs in the beginning of this Pſalm: But his 
unquiet thoughts at: kengitr: bo :over; -ab&-Eiſcharge 
themſelves 3 and*he is carried by them-into the con- 


megroge af! thevanity andſkonmeſs6f r<lbs He! A 


oper confideration this w,,and the reatle.rmren 
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The words which I have read, have his halt ca- 
pable of a different Tendring from that which our En- 


oo 


ghſl'g: 'oives them... And ob: de of the ancient ind hey do 
Eno £ do render them'OmeHhiny” otherwiſe 
Tri ata to ypirn a ſenſe as this: Swrely of is venity, went 

his 


chew for 2382 which-we rerider at his beſt ſtate, it 
of ſeveral ſenſes and fignifications: As fel, 
_— wY ha. bonourable, inveited with or vivacions 
-—— 34 theſe ſeveral ſenſes do not at reefrom that (tht 
Hoc. which our Engliſh ithere, ther aiels 
inſtances of that pÞ Fer inwhich mat is found in this 
mortal life. Now us date, roar 
words, the P{almiſt 'hath pronounced all things t6be 
vanity, and particularly man at bis beſt ſtate. 
| And this s certainly ——_ Solomon tells !it 
this, hedges pg Lat RET, Dexe- 
$ion of ſpirit, I. 


Hes quantum off in rebar vriaue! | | 7 21a | 


How em and vaina is every inderche 
Sun | =o ſhall! be ing os eres dotiet 
So go eercn he choad nn 
e our 


are keothe Applen goody 
the of Sodom, veer 
| þ-+ chun br be ha ronched them would foonf F 


- | RF 
them conſuming into ſmoak. 'Or like the fair Temples 
ofthe-Fg yptianz (which we read of) which: had /arge 


and fair Porches, ' and had Miniiters belonging to them &is 


that were very Ceremonioxs in their Service, and one 
would have thought-ſome great Deity had dwelt in 
them 3- But he that centred, found that they worlt ipped 
a Cat, 2 Goat, or Dog, or ſome ſuch pitiful and inconſi- 
derable Creature. 7 k iches' and honour and pleaſure, 
the mirthand beauty, the power and gaiety and fplen- 
dor of this World, theſe things make a great noiſe, but 
they are but ar-empty found, and nothing elſe. They 

are 'bur empty 'nvthings; as they will tell us (who zre 

ſooneſt to be believed)-rhat have tried and found them 

ſo. But ſhall not need to enlarge upon this Argument, 

as being neither the certain meaning and deſign: of my 

words (eſpecially-if it be confileies how they are ac- 
cented 1n the' Hebrew Text) nor yet .ſo emphatically 
agreeable to the fad occaſion that hath brought us to- 
gether at this tume. T ſhall therefore return to the 
words as they lie in our Engliſh Tranſhtion, Yerilyeve- 

MAH — >, 

-\ The words are greatly Emphatical : The Pfalmiſt 
does not onely tell us that ind is yain, which di- 
minution _ have humbled us, but he tells us 
much more then this amounts to: | 

Firſt, That every man is ſo: Rich and poor, High and 
low, Noble and obſcure,Strong and weak. 

Secondly, That he is ſoat all times alſo; when they 
arein their beſt and/faireſt circumſtances; when the 
Strong is at his greateſt ſtrength z when the: Rich is ar- 
rived to his greateſt abundance; the Honourable at the 
higheſt pitch of preferment. In a word, not onely 
every man, but every man at his beſt ſtate alſo. Nor is 
this all he ſayesz He does not onely pronounce them 


vain; But 
| B Thirdly, 


0 
Thirdly, Vazityid the abſtra&:- And yet ſtull, as af 
all this had been ra lietle, .and as 5; be had nat ſafficie 
ently depreſſed bumane nature, he:tells Hetbapatine 

Fourthly, Altogether vanity. 

A teeming expreſſion it -is : That man (the tauſtes 
and higheit of all Gods Creatures in this lower. Warld } 
that all men, even of the higheſt rank and quality g 
and that at all times, even. when they; are-exalted:to 
their higheſt pitch:3- and for allithat; they ſhould be not 
onely vair,but vanity, yea altogether a Every man 
at his bet ſtate, &c. 

'This is'to be underſtood with. referenonitte, /chans 
mortal condition, of which the Palmilt] peaks inthis 
Pſalm. .  Thistmortal, frail. condivion :is:but! aſtate of 

vanity :::We' are indeed fome of us more ſtrong, rich _ 
and gay thenothers, but yet at our belt ſtate we areahy 
together Vanity. ->All che Soits of Adew:- are (o 
Vanities; And i it this-are like-one bf the firſt and, 
of his Sons. ' -For Adam; had two Sans-at the beginning 
ofthe World, and the beſt of the two: was: Abel, ""ohag 
is, in the very 'word of my Text 2237 which ſignifies " 
it is here tranſlated) vanity; Afarr intimation that : 
belt of the Sons of Adew are. but vanity, andin the 
words of my. Text b2h-53 alrogether vanity. For my 
better proceeding, I ſhall 

Firſt, Place man, in this his inortal condition and 
frate, i in his beſt and faireſt circunſſtances: I ſhall ſhew 
pu rrp i 

Secondly, I ihall, as alongſhews that even.ins 
beſt ſtate hed 1s rr Aa 

Th'rdly,. I ſhall make ſome-uſe of it. 

Firſt, [ſhall ſhew you Man at his beſt ſtate,repreſent 
him at the beſt and preateſt advantage, conſider him as 

=—_ the greateſt ſhare of the good-rhmgs of: this 
| And they are the Bona-4nini, corporis, 6 > 
Innge. # p 


(3) 
1, For the Bong fortune: Mendo indeed generally 


put a-great-value upon theſe things, 'Let'us then ſap 


ea man poſleſied of the Plenty, deſcended 
Fork ——— Blood, Faiſed tothe higheſt pitch 
of Honour, veſted with the greateſt Dignities and Pro- 
pertics, . let him bg higher by the head and ſhoulders, 
in. theſe reſpedts then his Neighbours and Relatives : 
Let him ſtand among Princes, and not among mean 
mens Or rather | et him fit in the Gates of his own 
people: His inferiors ſhall bow and to him, and 
not qnely pay ham an outward homage, but an inward 
reverence alſo. In a word, let him'be bi as the world 
can'make him; and as high as it can lift hit'up* Yet 
welhallſoon find, 'if we i him into the bullayes, he 
will like Belſhazzar (Daz. 5.25.) be found too light. 
And the words of che PElmiſt will be verified, That as 
men of low e are vanity, ſ&theſe win of high darts 
are alye-: $0 be 1aid int the ballarce hey are altogether 
lighter #ert vanity, Plat. 62.19, All 'thiis' will be but 
a3 e791; an empty ſemblance, 4 painted nothing, For, 
« x.) All theſe thingsare but forreign and extrinſecal, 
donot at all ſettle usin a ſtare of {ion and 
ha ppineſs. . 'Tis all but' aiwrew aperins, Here's nothin 
$ we can call our own: We are dreſſed up gayly an 
6 ſplendidly, but this does not alter our 46h ition, 
* noradvance our natures at all. And therefore if we 
* be mortal and vain by Nature, ''tisnot' any dreſs or 
« art that makes a change. Weare' daref the ſame 


* mould and: conſtitution ſtill;' And the 'moft!'thar 
* riches and honour do, 'is, that they make tis forget 
* onr fratlty ; It is certain that they cannot care It. 
{ Theſe things add nothing to us atall:' No morethert 
< rich — and trappings do toan i 3 
* nature they do not change, \thoht e 
* to hide ſome of his faults. - and 266 Bl 


_— 


" 


he, (6) 

* from «ding to'us, that they do not make us the 

Define tum no- © © MOre praiſe-worthy; They are not. fo much our 
men alleats >> £<© Own, 2s tO contribute -any thing to our juſt praiſes, 
tibus, a uno- * Thoſe things are 'onely good. which: make us fo: 
ſceate nudes ** None of theſe things are that Bownm quo nos bori 
Ne prov, * jwnnus. Theſe things may be gmputed rather -t6 
©* chance then to our vertve: It was our lot and not 

* our chorce that we were born of ancient blood, - And 

*«ywe are beholden to others for theſe things ; and if 

« all ſhould demand their own, and withdraw from 

© us what is.not. properly ours, weſhould be left na- 

*ked; and then it wonld appear that we are vanity; 

« yea altogether , vanity. 'Were we (tripped of theſe 

<« things, we ſhould be very mcanſfiderable and ridi 

* culous | 


| 2.) It is but little that one man can be faid properly 
to enjoy. and. uſe. The deſires of nature are but nar- 
row, its needs are few, ang.its ſatisfaQions are there- 
fore ealily attainable. What 4 man hatha Title to-aad 
cannot uſe, is not to be valued : Our beings are miniite 
and. ſmall, and therefore our enjoyments: cannot be 
great. | What we have anduſe not is manytimes:as 


much another mans as ours :.. He that hath hath 
2s 'much as he that hath the greateſt ſtore. tis 
aver and above isalwayes eſs, and. many times a 


cumber and burden to. us: Neither the life nor happi- 
neſfoof a man conſiſts in the abundance of the things 
which he does enjoy. Abundance is ſo-far from making 
us happy, that it many times makes us ſolicitous an 

miſerable. It is generally accompanied with greater 


cares, and with much-envy, and alwayes ers us 
jg to a. greater and more ſevere account here- 
arter.. | | 


. 3.) Such aman. is infinitely uncertain how ſoon. he 
may be taken away from all. his ſtore and glory: Aden be- 


ng = 


_— 
ing in _-_ —_—_ wot 7 . et like the beaſts that 
;f, Pal: 49, 12. None of theſe things will exempt 

b ec Rlervs er of death. . He Fr: XC -8 ga 
the day of death, Ecclel, 8. 8, His greatneſs ſhall be no 
reſervative 4 o_ And death will bereave him of 
is fore, ſtrip. him of his properties, and lay his glory in 
— duſt: Pit then he 'ſhall be 7 vile. as 8 js r 
Neighbonr: and Jaif p'in the Gme gf with. Kim 
*He thatdogs ferigtiſly think of death, will very eaſily 
pronounce all the glory of this World to be alrqgarher 
vanity: Alittle time 'will make us all” alike, and no 
man will be able to' diſcern the difference between. the 
-duſt-of the greateſt Ptince' aid" the pooreſt Peaſant. 
| Otie of the Anbient? diffwaded a certain man from co- 
yetouſne(s, by 'meaſuritig with Bis. Lance the extent of 


a grave; and then telling him, That that was -all he Y. canerer. 


ſhould have when he was dead.” And we are told that oY 


it was the cuſtom in —o_ of the Eaſt, that, when 
the Emperour received bis Imperial Crown, and as he 
ſite upon his' Throne of State, there came a man to 
him with ſeveral ſorts of ſtones, to the intent he might 
make his choice of what ſort he Hked beſt for his fu- 
heral'Monament : And a fair admonition it was of the 
vatity of all iis glory.” ' So it is} Weare gone ina mo- 
ment, in thetwinkling'of an eye : "This is true of Man 
at his beſt ſtate ; and no wonder, . for all. t ups are 
paſſing away: The faſhion of this world: paſſeth away, 
if. » , Ae 
14.) He'cannot be certain but that he may out-live 
all tis gfory :* He horns nothing of the Wofld that 


will deny that is athing which maybe ſuppoſed : Many 
have fallen” front great glory into as great contem 

And we cannot tell what ſhall be upon the Earth. The 

enty may' take the ping Ln 0 enay ber 

| the” rich" man riot to 

trult: 


nch man's | 


fore him : Apoltle adviſes 


ſubec. Cent, 


Ts 


(8) 
"truſt. 13 air» <A, por the wicertainty riches , 
I Tim. |: 17. In the Triumphs of Koxe an; xecutio. 
ner with His whip attended. upon. the, Victor, when he 
"was Jt his triumphal Chariot, -to put him 1n mind that 
'he might po Thly live to fall "6 his glory into dif- 
grace an ks And we rcad of Seſoſtris the af 
«= King | When "we Fager, Fel ef hariot; by 
ave BE bigs IVE tha one of the 


n the wheel 5.0 the 
dre "and oe aha rcp 6#19p9 the vs know.the 


Hon why he looked u® Q apa —_ told him, 
rwhen he ſaw the wheel turn round,. and;; che wp- 
mo of it ſo. ſug I Jug denly. to: > become the:lower, te 
> ab awa;qondition, = 
] perm 2 become a Captive; 'S0 very 
Gated ta ad Cable > beſt ſtate of man. 
no oP be fatisfigd with, things: He 
ua oo Hr fling TAE with: Feds. or "ne 
oh th 4 ce .w increaſe $3 Vi 
may yolk much, byt fre oul will ge 
made for | greater FacK and purpol and will 
rbR at reſt till great endof 1 Ds co0p 
ion: Noting but God aud reſt and- 
neſs, will be a ible ed jet ud content :It«; Kt oh 
2 e Hopi ters that alwayes cry 


Live, 30e 5, fag e rack d like the barren , 
That y it isenough.. Subdued they may be in- 
deed by Th grace of God, butnever ſetiefied wich zall 
the Care fe of- this World. When Xerxes..had pro- 
povnde a Reward. to him that ſhould; find, out 2 new 
leafure, weare told, that when it was done, and;he 
had made the trjal of it, he was not ſatisfied with it: 
For luſt is alwayes, craying, and never filled.., . There's 


thing in this world wall give. us. reſt x ous 
ory, 1:49:57 clan igri 


warall; c2te © Tir from mak) ar 
re mar la lewvens work. *Tis Ie hack 

thent Bore) and Worhing that We can” catty of che 
bewoe; And thar' little with we do LG 'We! thay 
be deprived of the next moment, andate fure that we 
canhot enjoy it long: And ſtill white we do enjoy it 
it gives us no ſod joy, no true fatisfaRtien, bur rathef 
clogs and offends us, burdens nts with care, contratts us 


and enhan Y RR Hh that great andterri- 
ble oy. * mh things ar Vahiry; tht 
reef Ag eee | - 
- 0. For the Bb#2 copy He: Let jp 


hand ſtrength np {ora 
yout an ren; 5 by: 1 l fa). 00 4 rr 
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health and Wabit 'of 


re br ri 3 eee - 160 : 
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(10) 
t For aygþs. Palmilt Gyes of his age, 
iy ac be Vat irs (or, 1 reſpe@-of any. 

tranlſa BY atk t: ) So certaan itis thatour 
is nothing to bo Aloiatey Power.But _ 
als Ro che Beaſts do excel, us intheſe bodily 

rung can pretend to the ſtrength of an-Horſe, = Liſe 

neſs ofa Roe, the heart of a Lyon, the eye of anEagle, 

the quick. ſenſe and ſagacity 'of other inferior - Crea- 
tures? Again, who is beautiful as the Lilly of the field ? 
who is ruddy as the Roſe, gay as the Flower that is 
fading 2a NE 7 3 but amongſt whom? 
Rox dre Be: ons and w. Creatures : Sois the 
nt and the Bee, hoſe | little animals excel one angther. 
Ry omar And yet a man can ſoon deſtroy thouſands 
the thoſe little Creatures :- And ſo can 

a derin/ do by us : .Hecan in a moment cruſh 

our ſtrength, and turn us all back again into nothing, 

or tumble ys into Hell. A word of his mouth ſends us 
back tq our long home. *©*© Our ſtrength is ſmall a beſt, 
© and whatever it is, yet it is but lent us, and weintire- 

« ly depend-upon God for it. Wehave to: 

Wop Kel nur Fs age La: obey 

"an in t axe; As tis 

«but little that Wwe are, if compared with. the auch 

« which we are not; ſoit is very tle that we are able 

& tg do, oo with the very many rp which are 

* above our power , 


- pm een oo hom to ſtop this decay of his 
- uty and ſtrengrh, a4 is impollible to make time 
Prog iH/*Es, W FOES» RTE ID _— — &. 


nels 3, when God pod rr itn 
I & does 


(11) 
does corre# man for Tniquity, he makes his beauty to con- 
. ſume away like a moth, And then 'tis worth our ob- 
ſerving what the Pfalmiſt adds or infers there-from, 
Surely every man is vanity, verl. 11. Thy fair face may 
ſoon be ſcorched and diſcoloured by a Feavor, thy 
ſmooth skin may ſoon be ploughed up by a noiſome 
Diſeaſe : A little ſickneſs will abate thy ſtrength, and 
ſpoil thy aftivity : Death however, as tall as thou art, 
will reach thee and pull thee down ; And thou know- 
eſt not how ſoon that may ſurprize thee. For what 
thou knoweſt it may bein the'greateſt of thy ſtrength, 
and the moſt flourilling of thy dayes. 

3.) However old age (which ſteals on us apace) 
will decay ourſtrength, and wither away our beauty, 
it we ſhould not before that time be deprived of them. 
Andold age is a never failing and incurable Diſcaſe, 
though we ſhould eſcape a more early arreſt. < We 
* are growing old apace, and then we ſhall not know 
* our ſelves in a Glaſs, ſo great will the change be. 
* And 'twas therefore wiſely ſaid by one, Qzicquid es 
* 20neris din, & ft eſſe cupis, curant ſts bonus : Senium 
* virtws ſola non metuit. What we are now we ſhall 
*not long be, and therefore it is adviſable, if - we 


cc , : - 
would continue to be, to be careful that we be good : a 


* True vertue and goodneſs fear not old age. The 


mi 
gilis, 


* Body will decay, and when 'tis moſt ſtrong, the Soul tcuio 


*is the weaker for it; But he that does the will of meine 
© God ſhall endure for ever. Perrarch, 


.  Andis not that ſtrength of body which is init ſelf 
ſo ſmall, and to us ſo very uncertain; and'yet ſoun- 
avoidably making haſte from us, (beſides that it clogs 
and weakens our Soul when it is at its greateſt 
ſtrength) is it not vanity, yea altogether vanity 2 

3. For the Bona animi: We will ſuppoſe a man to 
he of great underftanditg, _ - more then ordinary 
_ capa« 


(12) 
capacity, of a quick wit, of a piercing judgment, of - 
a Paie ul ly with a ep jar Lata 0rg 
reach : Suppoſe he have made great acquiſitions, and 
that he be as wiſe and prudent as he is learned. In a 
word, let us ſuppoſe him as conſiderable for Learning 
and for Wiſdom allo as we can reaſonably imagine him 
tobe : And then let us put this [earned weight into the 
ballance, and we ſhall find him to be altogether vanity. 
And however he may make a little more noiſe then 
others do, yet he is bur as a ſounding Braſs, and as a 
tinkling Cymbal. The Lord knows the thoughts of the 
wiſe, that they are vain, 1 Cor. 3.20. For, 

I.,) His Wiſdom and Learning will notkeep him 
from the Grave. We ſee that wiſe men die, ſayes the 
Pſalmiſt, ?jal. 49. 10. Death robs him of all his acqui- 
fitions, of the fruit of all his time and labour. His 

eat abilities fall with him: nor can he charm off 
death, Ict him charm never fo wiſely : And he that 
was 10 long in treaſuring up his curious notions, falls of 
' a ſudden, and all his learning and thoughts periſh at 
once. His Wiſdom is ſo far from being able to ſave 
him from Death, that it reſcues him not from the fit of 
an Ague, the flames of a Feavor; or the tortures of the 
Stone and Gout. 

2.) Beſides, though Wiſdom be better than Folly, 
yet hath it alſo more of ſorrow and trouble that does 
attend it. He that knows moſt, hath generally moſt of 
forrow alſo: A drowſic Ignorance hath more of .caſe 
then:the deepeft Learning and the greateſt Knowlege. 
He that knows much, hath moſt of impatient thriſt af- 
ter Knowledge, moſt of objeftion and diſpute in his 
mind, moſt of irreſolution and doubtful queſtioning 
within bimſelf: A crafſe Ignorance faves us that trou- 
ble. There is a labour in getting Knowledge ; Much * 
ſtudy 3s @ wearineſs to the Fleſh, Eccleſ, 12,12. And 
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(1) » 
there is a trouble too, when we have gotten it, that does 
attend it : I» mwch wiſdom is much grief, and he that 
_——ges knowledge increaſeth ſorrow , Eccleſ. 1. 17, 
18, : 
* And if we remember many things, amongſt thoſe 
<« many there mult be ſome that are troubleſome and a 
* diſquiet to us: -And the memory of them is ſo far 
« from making us happy, that it contributes to our 
« ſorrow and grief. *Twere well for us that we could 
* forget many of thoſe things which we remember 
< to our great diſquiet. When one offered Themiſts- 
« cles the art of memory which $imonides had found 
« out at that time, he told him, He had rather have 
« the art of forgetting. There are many things we were. 
«* much better unlearn and forget : So far are theſe 
* things from exempting us Form being altogether 
< Vanity. | 
3.) This Knowledge will be but ſhort and imperfect 
at beſt : We know but in part, 1 Cor. 13, We know 
but little, compared with what God knows,- who 
knows all things : He is Omniſcient as well as Omni- 
potent. And as our ſtrength compared to his Power 
is weakneſs, ſoour Knowledge in reſpe@t to His is but 
ignorance and folly ; nay our Knowledge is but little 
if compared with what the Devil knows, or with what 
we are ignorant of. And many times 'tisbut little to 
what we might have known, and alwayes ſo. it is if 
compared with that which we are ignorant of: And 
very often it is ſhort of that which our fellow Crea- 
tures have attained unto. What ever it is, it is ſhort 
and imperfe& at beſt. © And he that thinks he knows 
*any thing, knows nothing yet as he ought to 
* know : And hethat knows the moſt, is generally 
* the moſt ſenhible of his own ignorance and imper- 
« jection, | 
| C 2 And - 
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_ And certaialy that which is ſoineffefval and unſer« 
viceable, that which hath ſo much of labourand vexatis 
no in it,and after all,is ſo very ſhort and. imperfect, will 
not reſcue us from being what the Pſalmiſt affirms,of 
every man in his beſt ſtate, altogether vanity. | 

| T proceed now to make ſome Ute of what hath. been 
faid. 

x. Let us not then be envious at the Proſperity of 
the Wicked, who have their portion of good things 
in this preſent life > They may rather be the object of 
our pity and compaſſion, then of our envy. Let the 
wicked man proſper and thrive 3 When he dyeth, he ſhall 
carry nothing with him : though whiles he lived, he bleſſed 
his Sowt, Pal. 49. 16, 17. He receives all his good 
things in this life, and hath nothing in-reverſion, but 
an eternal ſorrow. And that is not far from him, for 
he ſhall ſoon be cut down as the graſs, and wither as the 
green herb, Plal. 37. 2. 

2. This may teach the beſt and greateſt of us hun i+ 
lity and moderation. What art thou, © man, that 
thou ſwelleſt and lookeſt big ? Duſt and a ſhadow, the: 
very dream of a ſhadow; vanity, and lighter than vani- 
ty. Whatisthy life? It 1s but a vapour, 'tis but ſpes 
&* formido futuri. We-have no reaſon (did we well 
confider "ij to ſtrut and carry it ſo high: We are but 
as the graſs, and as the flower that have their root al- 
wayes in the grave. Why ſhould we beproud and _ 
ſcornful, and diſdain, one another, are we better than 
other.men ? BReit-ſo,, yet weare the Sons of Adem ſtil, 
and they are altogether -vanity, The Sun indeed is 
a glorious Creature, arrayed. with. light and with 
ſtrength, and with a ſtrong man rejoyces to run its 
courſe; Itis greatly uſeful and beneficial to this lower 
world. But what are we? our fphere is little, our 
motion ſlow, and many times irregular, and our uſefub 
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neſsinconſfiderable. When I conſider thy Heavens, the 
work of thy Fingers, the Moon and the' Stars which thou 
haſt ordained: What is man that thou art thindful of him, 
and the ſon of man'thou viſiteſt hipr ? Pfal,'$.,%; Let 
us then.know our ſclves, and not exalt our ſelyes above 
our Brother, nor oppreſs him, Ke 

3. Then ſhall we not necd to be greatly diſmayed 
and-aſtoniſhed at the death of onr Friends and neareſt 
Relativesz no, not although they be taken away in 
their youth and ſtrength; for Man at his beſt ſtate is 
altogether vanity, So my Text tells us, and fo doth 
daily experience: alſo, and particularly the ſad exam- 
ple before us proclaims it loudly : If we'be alwayes 
mortal,no wonder that we ſhould die daily. Wethave 
aſtory in our Books of one, who, when he heard of the 
death of his Son, replyed ; Fgo, cum gerni, tm mori- 
turnum ſcivi. He knew'that his Son 'was mortal, and 
therefore needed :not to- wonder: at his death'at all. 


uid enim eſt novi,. hominem mori, cujus tota vitawibhil $,,... cong.ud 
aliud quam ad mortem iter eſt 2 We are alwayes' in our Po\ybium. 


journey towards death, and.no wonder then-that we 
ſhould die; | | 

Nor ſhall we have reafon tobe greatly caſt down: 
k will not become us to mourn as thoſe that are with- 
out hope. God takes away our Children and- neareſt 
Relatives to our grief indeed; but many times to our 
great advantage, and to theirs alſo. Let us then qui- 
etly reſtore what God hath lent, and notthink that He 
hath .called. for: them before their time z who never 
gave us any promiſe that we ſhould enjoy them ſo 
long. We could not be ignorant that they were'given 
with this condition,that God might demand them back 
when he pleaſed : Let us not murmur againſt the Drvint 
'will. << Seneca tells us of one Demetrius, a moſt couras 
* ious man, that he heard him fay 5 Hoc'nmwm, &c. 
s | « ſayes 
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<* ayes he, I have but one thing to complain of the im- 
* mortal Gods for, that they did not ſooner let me 
* know their mind : For, ſayes he, I would ſooner 
* have-come to thoſe things to which I am now called. 
&* Vultis liberos, &c. If ye would have my Children 
* (ſayes he) I have thery for you: If any part of my 
« pars Om will ſoon reſign it all : If my Spirit, I will 
* quickly give up what you have beſtowed. _A wolen- 
© te feretis, quicquid petieritisz Yeſhall have willingly 
** what ever ye deſire, Let us then be aſhamed to 
murmur and complain , when God lets us know his 
will: Let us rather imitate the Plalmiſt, 7 was dumb, 1 
opened not my mouth, becauſe thou didſt it, verl. 9. 

4+ Let us not then truſt in any Creature: Not in . 
Man, though at his beſt ſtate : Not in our Riches and 
Proſperity. Nay, we have great reaſon to be ſuſpiti- 
ous and jealous of our worldly greatneſs, and our un- 
interrupted Proſperity : It is many times a bad Omen, 
and boades us very ill. There's too often a poyſon ly- 
_ this fair Herb. We pity them that are af 
ficted, when they need our pity moſt, that meet with 
_— but Proſperity. We count them happy that 0n- 
dure, ſayes St. James, Chap. 5. verſ. 11. But he no 
where tells us, that the proſperous are accounted 6. 
God ſees it needful for us that we ſhould meet -with 
Aﬀuctions, and they are a figntoo that we are not Ba- 
ſtards, but Sons. The greateſt Plague which we can 
meet with, is to meet with none at all : Conſtant Pro» 
your we may juſtly ſuſpe&t and be ſhie of. Let the 

other of low degree rejoyce in that he is exalted, James 
I. 9. "ape is no certain token of Gods love 3 but 
ſo is a ſanctified, though ſevere, affliction. We may 
fear, when we proſper, that we ſhall receive out good 
things in this life, -and that there is a great ſoxrow Te- 
maining us. It ſcemsto intimate ſome ſuch thing : We 
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may not expect two Heavens : We ſhall meet with ſor- 
row ſooner or later. We read of one Gidareſexs, that 
at his Birth-day feſtival, at the height of his Honour 
and Greatneſs, He asked his Friend , that ſaw the 
ſplendor of the day, What he thought was wanting : 
His Friend told him, what he ſoon found true 5 Ire nu- 
minis procul diaq; a tam ſecundis rebus abeſſe non poteſt 3 
i. e. That Gods diſpleaſure could not be far off from 


ſo great a Proſperity, Plutarch: tells us, That when y. ?tuer. con- 
Philip King of Macedon had the News brought him at ***** 


once of the ſucceſs of his Army, and of his Victory at 
the Olympick Games, and of the birth of. his Son; 
beſides, that when he heard theſe tydings, he lift up 
- his hands'to Heaven, and cryed out, *a aviuor pirgir m r5ruc 
«i% ix4rrue. $0 ſure a prefage did: he think his great 
Proſperity to be of ſome future Calamity, that he 
prayed for a gentle Aﬀidtion , after ſo much good 
News. Let us not then truſt to that which we-bave 
ſo much reaſon to ſuſpett. 


5. Letus then be perſwaded to- put our; whole truft [75:7 7) 


21d confidence in God : There's nothing in this world 
to be confided in, We are but fooliſhly confident, if 
our confidence be not placed in God. Let us then 
learn that from verſe 6, which the Pſalmilt does verſe 
7. Surely ({ayes he) every man walketh in a vain ſhew; 
Surely they are diſquieted iu vain : He heapeth up ricbes, 
and knoweth not who ſhall gather them. But then he 
adds in the next words, which is the uſe we ought to 
make of this: 4nd now Lord, what wait I for * my hope 
is in thee. Tis bnt juſt that we ſhould do thus: 
The vanity of the World ſhould ſend us home to God, 
inwhom is all fulneſs, and all perfetions. *Tis very 
juſt and reaſonable we ſhould Shia and greatly for 
our intereſt alſo. We have daily experience of the 

vanity and emptineſs, and uncertainty of. all things 3 
'"C we 


£18) 
we may ſoon-ſee an end of all perfeQtion : Let us then 
with all our Souls draw nigh to God, who is the 
ſourſeof all Good, the onely center of Reſt, the onely 
'eternal and unchangeable Being : What is there in this 
: World to betwich us ? what is there that is worth our 
ſtudy atid purfuit? If there be any thing which we 
fondly love, it ſoons flyes from us and leaves us miſera- 
ble. Whether ſhall we turn then but unto God with 
all the bent and intention of onr"'S6uls: Let us take 
words in our mouths and return to him. Let us 
ſay, 

ford! I have examined the whole Creation , and 
find.nothing there that I can reſt upon : There's no- 
'thing that I can eſpy that is worthy of my love and 
pac: Prog I find nothing that is durable and laſting, 
that will -fatisfie and quiet my mind ; much leſs that 
canſtand me in ſtead when I ſhall moſt need ſupport, 
when I lie a dying: 'Suffer me not to be bewitched 
with any of theſe vain and empty things ; Let me not 
ſet my heart upon that which is not. But draw me to 
thy Divine Majeſty : For whether ſhould I go but un- 
to thee, thou infinite and eternal being ; Thou alone 
haſt the words of eternal life. Unite my heart to love 
and fearthee: Help me, that I may put my intire truſt 
and confidence in thee : That I may be able to ſay, that 
there'is none in Heaven but thee, nor any thing 1n the 
Earth that I can deſire beſides thee. 

How happy ſhall we be, if we do this with all our 
heart: happy indeed, what ever affliction or diſap- 
pointment gave us the occaſion, Weſhall have reaſon 
to bleſs God, from the bottom of our hearts, for the 
ſorrows that befal us; for the ſharpeſt and ſeverelt 
trials that we meet with, if they be an happy occaſion, 
of ſending us hometo our God.” . For''the Lard God is.8 
Sus and Shield ; the Lord will give Gratd'ahd Glory © no 
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good thing will he withhold from them that walk wp- 
rightly. 0 Lord of Hoſts, bleſſed is the man that truſteth 
in thee, Plal. 84.11, 12. 

It will now be expected (and I deny not but that it 
juſtly may ) that, having done with my Text, I ſhould 
ſpeak ſomething of the Perſon upon whoſe account we 
are met together this day. And though T am no admi- 
rer of Funeral Encominms, and know very well that 
as they never add any thing to the dead, fo they are 
generally ſuſpected by the living. Yet, however, I 
think it but juſt to ſpeak honourably of thoſe who 
have deſerved very well z and then 'tis alſo very ſea- 
ſonable todo it, when it may miniſter to the inſtruftion 
and advantage of the living, 

But here I lie under a Jouble diſadvantage: Forl 
am to ſpeak of a perſon of whom I had bur very little 
knowledge, and beſides, that of one who was a Perſon 
of that humility and reſervation, that ſhe did conceal 
and hide that good which would elſe have been more 
vilible and conſpicuous. This I premiſe, that my 
promos ſo little of her may not be interpreted to her 

advantage (of whom, asI am told by one that knew 
her long, that T could not fay too much) but to my 
ignorance, and her great humility and ſelf-denial. 

What I have therefore to ſay of her, I have received 
from thoſe who knew her well and long, and ſuch as 
may be preſumed to be very competent Witneſſes in 
the Caſe. 

I ſhall not need totell you that ſhe was of a very 
ancient and honourable Family in this County : That 
Isa thing well known to you. © Otherwiſe it were 
* not hard to ſay. very much upon this Theme, and to 
© ſuggeſt thoſe things touching her ancient and 
* honourable Extration , which would be very re- 
* markable, and by ſome —_ very valuable alſo. 

| But 
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But it may. be ſaid by others, that it not being a matter 
of her choice, nor yet of it ſelf any vertue or perfeCti- 
on ; that though theſe things might be truly ſpoken, 
yet not ſo pertinently tothe matter in hand, But yet 
urely it isnot onely a thing very deſirable for its con- 
ſequents and influence, but alſo in it ſelf very commen- 
dable to be Good and Great at once. Thoſe that are 
Great have many temptations. not to be Good, and up- 
on that account their Goodneſs is not onely more con- 
ſpicuous, -but more laudable and rewardable alſo. 
And it 1s then ſo eſpecially, when true Vertue and 
Goodneſs is become the ſcorn of, many of thoſe who 
are great in the World : and Religion, it ſelf is not 
looked upon as faſhionable and gentile, but rather-as a 
ſneaking and unbecoming thing. Upon theſe accounts 
I think it no little commendation to thoſe that are 
Great and Honourable, that they are Vertuous and 
Religious. alſo. That they dare own the Religion of- 
Jeſus efariſt when it is generally deſpiſed and ſpoken 
againſt. 

ON ſhe was a pious.and devout Perſon: This 1s that 
which is indeed valuable and worthy, and that adds a. 
greater luſtre to any, Perſon than worldly Titles: and 
ancient, Deſcent can. do.. + This do4s truly ennoble our 
Souls; and there is nothing reflects a greater ſplendor 
ypon.them, then the approximation to the Divine na- 
ture and likeneſs : This ſtamps antmprefizon of honour: 
upon them : pirmm ini 7 pornenar 4 4, The Soul is tinged! 
and imbued according as it imployes it ſelf: It. ve- 


ceives a great impreſiiun. from that which it moſt of: 


all loves and converles with. Of the Bereams *tis (aid; 
That they were more noile then thoſe in Theſlalonica, 
in that they-received the Word with etl readineſs of mind : 


and ſearched. the Scriptures, daily. mbetler: thoſe things 


were ſo, AMs 17.11. And not to ſpeals of rhe orher- 
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Devotions of this deceaſed Lady, in Publick and in 
Private (for ſhe kept her conſtant times for her Devo- 
tians) it was particularly obſerved of her, that ſhe was 
a conſtant Reader of the holy Scriptures. 

And next to her Piety towards God,lI mult not forget 
her very exemplary Charity towards her Neighbour ; 
which ſhe was a very remarkable Example of. And ſure 
I am that her care of good Works reflects no little 


. honour upon her Name and Memory. This is another 


Badge of Honour preferrable to that of Titles and anci- 
ent Blood - 
| — Titulis & faſcibus olins 
Major habebatur donandi gloria. 


This makes us like God himſelf: And her Charity was 
genuine,and of the right ſtamp : For as it was diffuſive 
and large, ſo twas concealed and far from oſtentation : 
She would not that one hand ſhould know what the 
other did. And as when Dorcas was dead, the Widows 
ſtood by and wept, and ſhewed Peter the Coats and 


Garments which ſhe had made (and had given them) v. of. Syrixe. 


whiles ſhe was with them (4. 9.39.) So, I make no 
doubt, the caſe isnow. There are many not far from 


me, who have received the effeds of her bounty and 
beneficence, though ſome of them may not have known 


the Hand from whence their Relief came. 
Nor muſt I forget her- Humility neither, the effe&t 
of which, as well as of, her Charity, appeared in her 


kindneſs, which ſhe wasobſerved 'toſhew to her Set- 
'vants and Dependants, and in her coutteous and affa- 
'ble* condeſcenfions to the meaneſt and moſt inferior. 


Sure I am, that this Ornament of a 'meck and humble 


ſpirit is in the ſight of 'God of greatprice : Arid 'tis 
alwayes moſt valuable, when, it 1s fo 
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und in thoſe of 
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For, her Wiſdoni and Liſcretion, .and her great afid 
more then ordinary Prudence, it e was a very remark- 
able Example. For the truth of which, I dare confi- 
dently appeal to thoſe Perſons who had the greateſt 
opportunity of knowing her. And certainly this 1s a 
moſt valuable Vertue, and then eſpecially when it is 
joyned with Humility and Innucence : Our Saviour 
does require his Followers to. be at once both wiſe as 
Serpents, and alſo innocent as Doves. But then how 
ron a bleſſing this is in a Wife, the wiſe man daes 
ufficiently teach us : Houſe and Riches (ſayes he) are 
the Inheritance of Fathers ;, 1. e, great Eſtates and For- 
tunes (as we call them) are left us by our Parents; but 
then he adds, and a prudent Wife is from the Lord Prov. 
19. 14. Not but that Houſe and Riches are” from 
God too, but not ſo immediately and peculiarly, it 
ſeems, as a prudent Wifez whoſe Diſcretion and Ver- 
tue makes hermuch more valuable than Rubies, Prov. 
3 I. 10. | | 
And her diſpaſſionateneſs and freeneſs from anger 
may be looked upon. as an argument and effect of her 
Wiſdom: He that knew her many years, never ſaw her 
ina paroxiſm .of anger. This is a paſſion that reſts in 
the boſom of Fools: 4 man of underſtanding is of az 
exeollens, (crh, (Prov. 17.27.) ſo indeed we render 
the words. But according to the Cethib, or textural 
reading in the Hebrew, it is thought to import ano- _ 
ther ſenſe, which. our Marginal reading gives it : that 
is, a man of underſtanding'is of a cool. ſpirit. The: 
wiſe man tells us elſe where, That the diſcretion of a 
man deferreth his anger, andit is his glory to paſs over a 
tranſgreſſuon, Prov. 18. 11, = 
| As for her relative circumſtancesof life, briefly thus: 
was an affeQtionate and obedient Wife, a careful 
and very painful Mother, To her Servants ſhe was” 
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(23) . * 
kind, and ready to give them prudent advice. She 
was affable and courteous to all. 

Her laſt Sickneſs ſhe bore with a mighty patience : 
She had been long exerciſed with a chronical and 
troubleſome Diſtemper : She had buried a Child, for 
whom ſhe had a moſt tender love. She had endured 
afflictions that were long and ſharp, and yet after: all, 
and not long before her death, ſhe did ſolemnly pro- 
fels her ſubmiſſion to Gods Will, and acquieſcence in 
his Wiſdom, in theſe very words, or words to this 
effet, 1 thank God (laid ſhe) I can now lay my hands 
upon my mouth (and perhaps they may be my if words 
and ſay, That I never had the leaſt hard thought of Go 
for any thing he ever did to me or minz. 

I doubt not but I may truly apply to her, what 80lo- 
man (aid of his vertuous woman, That the heart of her 
Hwsband did ſafely truſt in her, (Prov. 31. 11.) That ſhe 
did him good and not evil all theidaies of her life, (verſe 
12.) That fhe ſtretched out her hand to the Poor, and 
reached forth her hands to the Needy, (vetf. 20.) That 
ſhe opened her Mouth in Wiſdom, and that in her Tongue 
was the Law of Kindeſs, (verſ. 26.) That ſhe looked well 
to the wayes of her Houſhold, and did not eat the Bread of 
idleneſs, (verl. 27.) And why may I not alſo add;, 
That her Children may ariſe up and call her bleſſed, and 
her Hwsband alſo and praiſe her, (verſ, 28.) Iadd no 
more but what follows, Favour is deceitful, and beauty 
is vain; but a woman that feareth the Lord ſhe ſhall be 
; praiſed, (verl: 30.) 
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Having received a more particular account of this good 
Lady (after the fore-going Papers were delivered to the 
Preſs) from a Perſon of Quality, that had an acquain- 
tence with her :. I thought good to ſubjoyn it, and ſhall 
give the Reader ſome acconnt of it in that order in 
which I received it. 


| Er Extraction was Honourable, in a dire@ line 
Hf fromthe Lord of HafFings and Hoo, of whoſe 

amily ſhe was the Heir-General, and the ſole Inheri- 
trix of thoſe ancient” Poſſefſions that remained to the 
' -Barony 3 the Lord, her Anceſtor, being a Perſon of that 
Renown, that in thofe' fatat Quarrels between the 
Houſes of Tork and Lancaſter 3 and when thoſe Quarrels 
were at the- height, he was pitched upon to treat and 
mediate between the two Parties. 

This good Lady was known to be of the ſame paci- 
fick ſpirit (as if it had been Hereditary to her) and 
was never known to lodge any rancour in her Breaſt ; 

:nay ſcarce to retain any more of anger, then ſerved to - 
Taintain her authority over thoſe which were under 
her conduct and government; and thoſe indeed never 
eſcaped ſevere reprehenſion, when any indecent carri- 
age or action called for it. And upon that 'account ſhe 
was looked upon as the great ſecurity of her.company, 
that were kept in awe by her preſence. Her charity 
was ſo great, that ſhe was rarely known to pals any 
cenſure upon others, or to aggravate their miſcariages. 
And where ſhe found any thing of coldneſs of affeQtion, 
or unkindnefſs ariſing between Friends. and Relatives, 
ſhe was alwayes on \ 4 healing fide. 

She was of a temper that was reſerved and cloſe, 


k . _ Which, 
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which gave her advantage of a through proſpe@ into 
others, without being her ſelf fo pertetly diſcerned. 
And as by this means ſhe was more fit toreconcile any 
difference amongſt her Friends and Relatives, fo ſhe * 
was ever obſerved notwithſtanding to be ſo juſt in her 
friendſhip, as never to fail thoſe in any thing whom 
| ſhe judged worthy of it. | 4% 

She itridtly kept her ſelf to her hours in her conſtant 
retirements to her Cloſet ; and though ſhe were much 
converſant in Books (which became the chief of her 
delight and recreation) yet would ſhe (till begin with 
the Bible; and it was obferved of her that ſhe would 
never ſuffer her ſelf tobe fo far tempted, asto take up 
any other Book into her hand before it. 

She was careful about the Education and Improvye- 
ment of her Children, and to that purpoſe was furni- 
ſhed with great difcretion and parts: And her nume- 
rous family-was happy in her, where things were man- 
aged with that method and prudence, that her Ordexs 
met with that ready and exaQ Obedience,as prevented 
the occaſion of mrs | pallion. | 

Though ſhe were juſtly Tooked upon as a. moſtat- 
fetionate Wife, a moft tender and indulgent Mother, 
yet ſuch 'an-evennefs of tempet was ſhe polſefſed. with, 
as that ſhe rarely diſcovered any thing like foudneſs to- 
wards thoſe who had the deepeſt ſharein her heart and 
affetion. 

She was greatly indifferent as to the Pleaſures of this 
life, and-was obſerved not to affett any, fave in order 
to her own health that required it, She was very re- 
' markable for her temperance, where ſhe gave a law to 
her (elf, as not tocxceed the juft bounds. 

Her ſincerity wasno leſs obſervable ; She was ever at 
war with all diflimulation and Hypocriſie, alwaies pro- 
feſling that deteſtation and hatred againlt a lye, ors 
MAUE..: 


(26) . | 
made her irreconcilable to the Author” of it. ' 
'Though ſhe ſometimes affeted the converſe of young 
Company, - yet had ſhe ſuch a check upon them, as” 
nothing of levity made up their ſociety ; Her own 
_ Diſcourſeftill tending to grave and ſober advice, which ' 
was ever ſeconded by her own example and pradtice. 
Though ſhe made the ſtudy of Religion, and Know: 
ledge of it , much of her bulineſs, wherein ſhe was 
known to have very great attainments, yet was ſhe fo 
far from oltentation, as ſhe was very ſeldom obſerved 
to interpoſe her own ſenſe and- opinion in matters of 
controverſie and debate. Her ſole aim being to make/ 
her knowledge ſubſervient to her prafticez And ſhe | 
would often ſoyin her ordinary diſcourſe, that'in mwat= | 
ters of Religion, it was better to be then to ſeem, 2 
For her general Behaviour, it was both awful and * 
grave, and yet fo diſtinguiſhing, that ſhe ever gave that; * 
reſpe&t which was due to all ranks of Perſons, ac- + © 
cording to their degree and quality, never making the; 
weakneſs of parts, or the meanneſs of condition (for. 
which ſhe had alwayes a pity and compaſſion) the ob>; | 
je& of her ſcorn and contempt. Fu 
God grant ws the grace ſo to imitate the example of this. 
good Lady,and of all others who have finiſhed their Chriſti: ; © 
art conrſe, that we may at length be partakers of thoſe Joyes _ © 
#hat are at Gods right hand for evermore. Amen. A 


$0ol: Deo Gloria. 


